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HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE THURSDAY, JUNE 
16 HEADED "NEW NUCLEAR ARMS PACT UNLIKELY BEFORE OCT. 3. 

BY MURREY MARDER. 

A NEW NUCLEAR STRATEGIC ARMS ACCORD WITH THE SOVIET UNION IS 
VIRTUALLY BEYOND REACH BEFORE THE CURRENT PACT RUNS OUT ON 
OCT. 3. SOME ADMINISTRATION SOURCES ACKNOWLEDGED PRIVATELY 
YESTERDAY. 

SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS R. VANCE AND SOVIET FOREIGN 
MINISTER ANDREI A. GROMYKO WILL NOT MEET AGAIN BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER, STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN JOHN H. TRATTNER SAID. 
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VANCE AND GROMYKO WILL MEET TWICE IN THE GENERAL TIME FRAME 
OF SEPTEMBER' THE SPOKESMAN SAID, AND ONE OF THE MEETINGS 
WILL BE AT THE ANNUAL U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING IN NEW 
YORK. THE SITE OF THE OTHER MEETING WAS NOT DISCLOSED, 

ALTHOUGH TRATTNER SAID SALT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT BOTH OF 
THE MEETINGS.’ HE SAID HE COULD NOT DISCUSS THE IMPACT OF 
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THIS TIMING ON THE OCT. 3 EXPIRATION DATE. 

IT IS STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR GROMYKO AND THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE TO MEET TWICE IN THE AUTUMN, ONCE AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS AND ONCE IN WASHINGTON, SOMETIMES AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE. 

PRESIDENT CARTER, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN EMPHASIZING THAT THERE 
WILL BE 'AT LEAST' TWO VANCE-GROMYKO MEETINGS BEFORE THE 
ACCORD RUNS OUT, AS EVIDENCE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE 
MAKING PROGRESS IN GENEVA AND IN OTHER DISCUSSIONS. 

CARTER LAST MONTH SPOKE OF TWO VANCE-GROMYKO MEETINGS 
BEFORE MID-SEPTEMBER. IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE MONDAY, THE 
PRESIDENT DROPPED THAT TIME REFERENCE AND SAID VANCE AND 
GROMYKO 'WILL MEET AT LEAST TWICE MORE BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
EXPIRATION DATE FOR THE PRESENT AGREEMENT.' THIS INDICATED, 
THE PRESIDENT SAID, THAT DISCUSSIONS ARE MOVING IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION.' 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS WERE ANXIOUS LATE YESTERDAY TO 
DISPEL ANY IMPRESSION THAT THE ABSENCE OF A VANCE-GROMYKO 
MEETING BEFORE SEPTEMBER MEANS THAT NEW OBSTACLES HAVE 
DEVELOPED IN THE SALT TALKS OR U.S.-SOVIET DETENTE, OR 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS SLOWING DOWN ITS TIMETABLE. 
OFFICIALLY, THEY ALSO DECLINED TO CONCEDE THAT A NEW SALT 
ACCORD IS RULED OUT BEFORE OCT. 3. 

ONE ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID THE SEPTEMBER DATES NOW 
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SET FOR THE VANCE-GROMYKO MEETINGS ARE SIMPLY THE RESULT 
OF THE PRESSURE ON VANCE'S SCHEDULE, WHICH INCLUDES A 
TRIP IN JULY TO THE MIDDLE EAST' AND ANOTHER IN AUGUST 
TO CHINA.' 

BUT APART FROM SCHEDULING PROBLEMS, THE ADMINISTRATION HAS 
BEEN ANXIOUS TO AVOID BEING PORTRAYED AS 'RUSHING INTO A 
NEW AGREEMENT' WITH THE SOVIET UNION BY OCT. 3 THAT WOULD 
EXPOSE IT TO POLITICAL ATTACK FOR UNDUE READINESS TO 
COMPROMISE IN THE NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS. 

FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS ALONE, NUMEROUS SOURCES 
HAVE SAID, IT WOULD BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS FOR THE 

ADMINISTRATION TO HAVE AN AGREEMENT AFTER OCT. 3 RATHER 
THAN BEFORE. SOME SENIOR PLANNERS PRIVATELY DOUBT THAT A 
NEW U.S.-SOVIET ACCORD WILL BE REACHED THIS YEAR. 

PRESIDENT CARTER REPEATEDLY HAS TOLD MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
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HE DOES NOT FEEL BOUND BY ANY DEADLINE.' 

THE CURRENT FIVE-YEAR LIMITATION ON AMERICAN AND SOVIET 
INTERCONTINENTAL STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAME INTO FORCE 
ON OCT. 3, 1972. VANCE SAID ON MAY 4 THAT IF NO RENEWAL 
IS READY BY THE EXPIRATION DATE, 'WE CAN EITHER EXTEND THE 
AGREEMENT, IF THE SOVIETS ARE WILLING TO DO SO, OR WE 
CONTINUE TO PROCEED WITHOUT AN AGREEMENT, BUT ON THE 
ASSUMPTION THAT WE WILL CONTINUE AS IF THERE WERE A 
CONTINUING AGREEMENT.' 

VANCE SAID, I DON'T FEEL THAT WE ARE FIGHTING ANY DEADLINE 
THAT IS GOING TO CAUSE US TO TAKE ACTIONS THAT ARE NOT 
WISE OR PRUDENT. '" CHRISTOPHER 
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